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Cardinal Beaton, the head of the Church party, de-
wishart. cided to make an example. He chose George Wishart,
who had made himself known by his fearless preaching
against the Church. First a priest tried to murder Wishart,
but the preacher snatched from him the dagger hidden
under his gown. Early in 1546 Wishart was arrested and
condemned to be burnt as a heretic. Cardinal Beaton
looked on from a window in his castle of St. Andrews
while the deed was done.

Wishart's friends determined on revenge.   They stole
Murder of into the castle, stabbed Beaton, and hanged his body
n\ from the very window from which he had witnessed

I546f Wishart' s death. Then they defended the castle success-
fully against the regent's forces, until, after more than a
year had passed, it was bombarded and captured by a
French fleet. Most of them were punished by being sent
to the French galleys. There was, however, one amongst
them, who, while tugging at his oar as a galley-slave,
never lost the hope that he might be permitted to return
to his country and carry on the work of the Reformation
in the spirit of his dead friend Wishart. This was John
Knox. He had to pass twelve years in exile, however,
before his wish was fulfilled.

Meantime the cause of Protestantism in Scotland was
Marie de in grave danger. Marie de Lorraine, the mother of the
orra ne. yOung queen> became regent. The Scottish Reformers,
knowing that she was a Roman Catholic and a French-
woman, did not trust her half-hearted promises of freedom
of worship, and certain nobles, Glencairn, Argyll, Morton
and others, encouraged by a letter which John Knox sent
from Geneva, formed an association to lead the Protes-
tant party. The first act of these Lords of the Congrega-
tion, as they were called, was to demand that worship
should be conducted in English, and that anyone might
exhort and pray in his own house as he pleased.